
Welcome to Year 11 Core 
Evening



Why are you here?

• Information and knowledge.

• Stress and anxiety are normal emotions, mostly! Challenge is positive. 

• You are going to hear from the core subject leaders, our learning leader and 
myself. 

• Year 11 is very short in length – summer exams? Start 11th May 

• A short period of their lives, is it?

• Cognitive Load – overload! 

• What do we want to create? #teamEthan



How can you prepare for GCSE 
English Language and Literature?

Clare Willoughby
Head of English Faculty



Final Examinations: 13/05/20 and 21/05/20 (English Literature)
02/06/20 and 05/06/20 (English Language)



Content Checklist
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ENGLISH LITERATURE

Key Language Techniques 
(simile, metaphor etc…)

Key Structural Techniques (shifts 
in tone/perspective, narrative 
voice etc…)

Writing Strategies for Persuasive 
and Descriptive/Narrative 
Writing

Structure of the Exam Papers 
(questions, timings etc…)

Key Themes and Characters/
Content of the Set Texts
(An Inspector Calls,
A Christmas Carol, Macbeth) 

Poetry Anthology Cluster
(15 set poems from Power and 
Conflict) 

Unseen Poetry Analysis Skills

Structure of the Exam Papers 
(questions, timings, etc…)



How can you 
prepare for 
English 
Language?

• Read a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts

• Look for different extracts of descriptive writing (on 
bookshelves) and identify what makes it engaging

• Revise and understand literary devices: look for 
examples and practice writing some of your own

• Create a glossary of interesting and unusual 
vocabulary you could use in your writing

• Develop ideas for your own writing that you could 
use in the exam (creating characters; creating 
atmosphere; writing using different tones)



How can you 
prepare for 
English 
Literature?

• Re-read texts (annotate own)

• Create a mind map to revise each 
text…consider: -
• Characters

• Themes

• Setting

• Language

• Structure

Tips for Poetry: 

 15 poems to learn!

 Re-read each poem.  

 Make a revision card for each.

 Describe the poems to 
parent/sibling.



Key Links and Resources

• Please use the PLC provided to assess your own confidence 
in all key areas for Language and Literature

• Revision Books such as CGP or SNAP Revision

• Websites and YouTube revision such as BBC Bitesize and Mr 
Bruff videos

Please see your handout for further guidance 

The English Department is offering weekly 
revision sessions for both Language and 
Literature and these have been communicated 
via letter – attendance is an expectation. 



Finally… • Morning examination sessions with key 
resources and last-minute revision strategies 
(from 7.45am)





Amir Walji
Science Leadership Team Link



1. The first cells were probably…?
Lonely.

2. What do the following chemical equations stand for - HCOONa:
Matata.

3. Why are there rings on Saturn?
Because God liked it, so he put a ring on it.

4. Give a brief explanation of the meaning of the term ‘hard water’:
Ice

5. What is the process for separating a mixture of chalk and sand?
A process called flirtation.

6. What is methane?
Methane is a smelly greenhouse gas which is produced when trees and/or cows are burned.

7. What is the meaning of the term ‘activation energy’?
It’s what is needed to get me up in the morning.

8. What do we call the science of classifying living things?
Racism.

GCSE Exam Howlers



9. Brian has 50 slices of cake. He eats 48. What has he 
now?
Diabetes.
10. Explain why phosphorus trichloride is polar:
God made it that way
11. Name a major disease associated with cigarettes:
A premature death.
12. How can you delay milk turning sour?
Keep it in the cow.
13. What is a fibula?
A small lie.
14. Give the meaning of the term ‘Caesarean section’:
The caesarean section is a district in Rome.
15. What is a turbine?
Something an Arab or a Shriek wears on his head.

GCSE Exam Howlers



GCSE Science
Very heavy Knowledge and Understanding which needs to be:

• Remembered

• Understood

• Applied

Revision, through:

• Classwork and Homework

• PLC’s and related assessments

• Past papers

• Revision Guides

• On-line: SAM Learning, ActiveLearn, SENECA, BBC Bitesize



How can you (parents/carers) help?

Ensure your daughter/son

• Has a Revision Guide and FULL Equipment (Scientific calculator, 
black pen, pencil, ruler) for every lesson

• Attends after-school sessions - Tuesdays

• Is supervised 20 mins of Science revision each night – gadget-
free!

We are here for you and your son/daughter!



Len Donnelly
Head of Maths Faculty



THERAPY
TESTING

DIAGNOSISWhat does the app do?

Uses online questions to assess your knowledge across more 
than 200 skills to raise awareness of their strengths and areas 

to develop.

Provides video and PowerPoint support to enable learners to 
target areas of weakness.

Reproduces the same question but with different numbers so 
that learner’s can apply their knowledge.

PiXL 
Maths 

App



•Maximum 61 Maths lessons
61 hours in school

At least the same at home
https://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk



School ID: KS870

Username: BLOGGSJ

Password: BLOGGSJ666DEVIL



Targeted individualized therapy 
questions from PPEs
• click Paper QLA 

• AQA
• type WAVE 5 MAY in the box. 

• Select H/F
• Report question analysis.

• Take a test online questions.



Targeted individualised
therapy questions
• Worksheet .

• Data, 10 mark PLC.
• Further Practice.



New this year

• If you now get things wrong the correct 
method is just one click away.

• If you think you still need practice then 
you can use the PowerPoints, therapies 
and PLCs



How does you know how they are doing?

• Your child’s success line.
• Question selection menu is RAG rated.

• Class engagement scoreboard

Your teacher also sees an overview and 
will use the reports to continuously target 

your child’s needs.



What can you do

• Use the app not just when you have 
homework. 

• They can use the search facility 
under “Take a test” to help target a 

specific skill.
• Use your workbook, show this to 

your teacher or bring it to revision.



Coming Soon-Hegarty Maths



Other resources
• https://www.mathedup.co.uk/gcse-maths-takeaway/

• https://corbettmaths.com/contents/

• https://mathsbot.com/

• Thursday revision. (Bring questions or topics you’re 
struggling with)

• Coming soon. Final Countdown (Foundation/Higher). 
Attached to the newsletter each week.

• Revision guides £3 each. £9 for the set.

https://www.mathedup.co.uk/gcse-maths-takeaway/
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://mathsbot.com/


Andy O’Neill
Assistant Principal



• Encourage your child to get organised

• Provide a good environment

• Support their revision programme

• Understand the type of learner your child is?

• Looking at resources/examination papers

• Rewards

• Looking at the guidance from the exam boards

• Manage stress

• Ensure your son/daughter gets plenty of rest

• Ensure they have the correct equipment

• Encourage them to forget about exams taken and move on to the next









Top Tips for 
Learning Success

• Know your learning style and strengths

• Concentrate on what you’re asked to do

• Participate in lessons – think of questions to ask, join in activities and 
discussions and listen carefully to what is being said

• Develop your memory – use what works for you: try mindmaps, card 
games, mnemonics, chunking, spidergrams and so on

• Stay in control of your workload by being organised

• Break bigger tasks into smaller, achievable targets

• Learn how to summarise text into key points – either in words or diagrams

• Make regular work plans with realistic, SMART (specific, measurable, 
achievable, relevant, and time-related) targets

• Look after your wellbeing





























Key Exam Question Phrases 
Pupils Need to Understand

• Compare and contrast

• Describe in detail

• Explain

• Evaluate

• Calculate

• Simplify

• Show how

• Sum up

• Identify problems and disadvantages

• Explain the difference between

• Investigate closely

• Weigh up the strengths and weaknesses

• Demonstrate

• Prove/make certain

• Debate from different viewpoints

• Support (with facts, figures, examples, references) and so on

• Give a concise statement of meaning and identify the main characteristics





• Unit 6 – attendance is compulsory! We expect all students to attend!

• Staff are working an additional lesson to help our year 11. 

• We need to provide the right practice conditions.

• 12 weeks until Easter, 3 weeks after Easter. The Exams begin 11th May.

• In your pack is a vast array of information, including exam dates and revision 
support.

• Website https://www.kscs.org.uk/information/exams

What do we want from you? 



Final thoughts…

• We want to create #team, these work together in partnership.

• Support AND challenge your child. 

• Co-create with them, don’t tell them.

• Keep expectations realistic. 

• On behalf of your children - Thank you!!


